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Saga Sapphire

Owner/Oper

ator:

Saga Cruises

Year built: 1981

Builder: Bremer Vulkan, Germany

Former 

names:

Bleu de France, Holiday 

Dream, Superstar Aries, 

Europa

Gross 

Tonnage:

37,301

Length: 199.6 m (654.9 ft)

Beam: 28.5 m (93.8 ft)

Passengers 

(normal):

611

Passengers 

(maximum):

758

Crew: 380

Service 

speed: 21.0 kn

Sister Ships: -
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Launched in 1981 as ms Europa, Saga Sapphire is one of the Saga 
Cruises ships, together with Saga Pearl II. Her first owner was Hapag-
Lloyd. The ship was transferred to Saga in 2011 and debuted in March 
2012. Saga Sapphire cost US $120 million to build and was last 
refurbished in 2015.

History - construction & ownership

Saga Cruises (Saga Shipping) is a British based cruise line, division of 
Saga Group. By purchasing Saga Rose, the Group decided to start 
operations of holiday branch. The ship operated as Saga Cruises flagship 
until in 2005 her similar ex-fleetmate Saga Ruby was bought from Cunard 
Line. For the 2003 summer Saga Cruises chartered mv Minerva (built in 
1989), which sailed as Pearl. Saga Rose was retired after her final 37-night 
Mediterranean voyage. Subsequently, the ship was laid up at Gibraltar and 
later scrapped in China. Saga Ruby departed for Gibraltar out of 
Southampton for the last time on Jan. 10, and was handed over to her new 
owners on Jan. 13, 2014. Currently Saga Cruises operates Saga Sapphire 
and Saga Pearl II.

The 37,049-ton, 752-passenger cruise ship Saga Sapphire was launched 
as the line’s new flagship in March 2012. Saga Sapphire is the largest ship 
operated by Saga Group company - a corporate giant, providing financial 
services and running travel company for people older than fifty.

Passengers 

Capacity

752

Crew Capacity 406

Passengers space 

ratio

44,97

Passenger decks 12

Dining rooms 2

Casino Yes

Theater Yes

Library Yes

Spa Yes

Fitness center Yes

Pools 2

Jacuzzis 3

http://www.cruisemapper.com/ships/Saga-Pearl-II-700
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Builder BREMER VULKAN AG 

SCHIFFBAU UND 

MASCHINENFABRIK

IMO number 7822457

Year built 1981

Speed 21

Flag Malta

Length 199.62

Draught 8.4
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Cabins

Saga Sapphire is not a cruise ship with identical, production-line 

cabins. There is a range of 25 categories - standard inside 

singles, 6 royal suites, 1 Owner’s Suite, 3 rooms categorized as 

suites, standard outside cabins (a singular Grand Suite, 2 singles, 

21 doubles) with views that are obstructed by the lifeboats. 6 of 

the cabins are for passengers with special needs. 179 of the 

staterooms are accommodated with baths, 20 of them also have 

showers. There are a total of 58 single cabins; 2 balcony cabins 

are for single occupancy. The 65 balconies are quite narrow for 

stretching out in the sun but big enough for sitting, reading, 

enjoying a cocktail. 24-hours room 

Entertainment options - Fun & 

Sport
The Drawing Room up on Deck 11 provides 
computers for travelers’ access to the Internet. Wi-
Fi is also available. The Academy on Deck 4 is 
used as an addition to Brittania Lounge for onboard 
lectures. There and in the library are many books to 
borrow, as well as DVD’s and iPads. The two shops 
on Deck 8 supply formal wear, resort clothes, 
confectionery, souvenirs, travel necessities, 
pharmaceuticals.
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Dining options - Food & Drinks
Dining venues on Saga Sapphire are fare-included. Saga Sapphire’s main Pole to Pole restaurant is 
situated on Deck 7, accommodating a maximum of 620 people. Pole to Pole is split into separate 
themed areas on seven continents, with intimate impression. The windows are down each of the 
room’s sides and geographical variation is provided by enlarged photographs. Dinner is open-seating. 
It is served between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. The passengers choose to dine as couples or join a table of 
four or six. Traditionalists prefer eating at the same table, at the same time and with the same 
companions each day. They can be accommodated by speaking to the maitre d’ on request on 
cruise’s first day and are expected to use the same table throughout the cruise.

Each morning, a continental buffet is being set out in the restaurant, with waiter service for tea and 
coffee, fresh toast or cooked items. Waiter-service lunch is provided also in Pole to Pole. The Grill is 
Saga Sapphire’s alternative dining area on Deck 9. Full waiter service is also available throughout the 
day, with self-service salad section during lunch. At lunchtime, if weather permitting, a barbecue grill is 
being set up on the Verandah. The Grill stays open 30 minutes after Pole to Pole at breakfast. 
Continental buffet and daily cooked specialties are served at breakfast. Saga Cruises has decided to 
increase the number of self-serve buffet offerings. Make a reservation for specialty restaurant East to 
West at no extra charge. The restaurant offers Asian fusion menu of Thai, Chinese, Sri Lankan and 
Indian. Lunchtime burgers, hot dogs, fish and chips, are served poolside at the Beach Club, which 
also offers unlimited soft ice cream.

Follows the complete list of Saga Sapphire restaurants and food bars.

 Pole to Pole Restaurant (Main Dining Room)

 East to West Restaurant (Asian cuisine)

 The Grill (alternative dining area)

 The Verandah.
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Daytime lectures and evening shows are held in Britannia Lounge which is on Deck 8. It serves also 
as meeting point for the departures to shore excursions, afternoon teas and cocktail parties. 
Britannia Lounge is furnished with soft chairs and sofas - it is Saga Sapphire’s main entertainment 
venue with array of musicians and cabarets in the evening, hosting lectures and dancing lessons 
throughout the day. Opposite is situated the Card Room, decorated in gold leaf, open to Saga 
Sapphire’s card-game enthusiasts. The Drawing Room up on Deck 11, with expansive observation 
windows and panoramic views, is furnished with furniture eclectic collection and knick-knacks - an 
entertainment venue that is alternative with vessel’s second dance floor. The Drawing Room is also a 
perfect place for daytime retreat. Cooper’s Bar on Deck 8 is a popular pre-dinner bar, themed around 
the comedian Tommy Cooper. The flat-screen TV is used for half-hour comedy shows.

The Aviators Bar is one deck down, adjacent to Reception Desk. Drinks are available also from the 

Beach Club on Deck 11, by the pool. The Clubhouse is adjoining pool area - an indoor room with 

games like table football and tennis. A small troupe of singers and dancers are carried onboard 



 The Academy (hosts lectures)

 Aviator's Bar; Cooper's Bar

 Photo Gallery & Shop

 Britannia Lounge; The Drawing Room; Library; Card 
Room

 The Beach Club; The Club House

 Treatment Rooms; Hair & Beauty Salon; Sauna, 
Steam Room; Indoor Pool; Outdoor Pool; Hot Tubs

St Andrews (mini-golf course); Shuffleboard
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